Web appendix 4: Comparison of characteristics of participating and non-participating practices

1.) Continuous variables

Practice Characteristic ~ Practice Type N Mean SD SEM Sig.*
Size (no. of patients) Non-participating 134 5884.07 3344.03 288.88 0.045
Participating 222 6814.93 4110.04 275.85
Deprivation Index Non-participating 140 53.25 360.12 30.44 0.006
Participating 223 48.31 318.78 21.35
* Mann-Whitney U test (2-sided)
2.) Categorical variables
Proportion of non-White practice patients*
Practice Type Low (<1.5%) Med (1.5-3.5%) High (>3.5%) Total
n % n % n % n %
Non-participating 45 32.1 60 42.9 35 25.0 140 100.0
Participating 55 24.7 76 34.1 92 41.3 223 100.0
Total 100 275 136 375 127 35.0 363 100.0
* Pearson Chi-Square = 10.01, df = 2, Asymp. Sig. (2-sided) = 0.007
Proportion of practice patients diagnosed with chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease*
Practice Type Low (<1.0 %) Med (1.0-1.5 %) High (>1.5 %) Total
n % n % n % n %
Non-participating 40 29.4 48 35.3 48 35.3 136 100.0
Participating 72 32.3 81 36.3 70 314 223 100.0
Total 112 31.2 129 35.9 118 32.9 359 100.0
* Pearson Chi-Square = 0.64, df = 2, Asymp. Sig. (2-sided) =0.726
Proportion of practice patients diagnosed with diabetes*
Practice Type Low (<3.5 %) Med (3.5-4.0 %) High (>4 %) Total
n % n % n % n %
Non-participating 62 45.6 31 22.8 43 31.6 136 100.0
Participating 73 32.7 57 25.6 93 41.7 223 100.0
Total 135 37.6 88 245 136 37.9 359 100.0
* Pearson Chi-Square = 6.24, df = 2, Asymp. Sig. (2-sided) = 0.044
Proportion of practice patients diagnosed with heart failure*
Low (<0.5 %) Med (0.5-1.0 %) High (>1.0 %) Total
n % n % n % n %
Non-participating 46 34.1 73 54.1 16 11.9 135 100.0
Participating 65 29.1 127 57.0 31 13.9 223 100.0
Total 111 31.0 200 55.9 47 13.1 358 100.0

* Pearson Chi-Square = 1.05, df = 2, Asymp. Sig. (2-sided) = 0.591




Proportion of practice patients from each WSD Site*
Cornwall Kent Newham Total
n % n % n % n %
Non-participating 29 20.4 106 74.6 7 4.9 142 100.0
Participating 43 19.3 120 53.8 60 26.9 223 100.0
Total 72 19.7 226 61.9 67 18.4 365 100.0

* Pearson Chi-Square = 28.96, df = 2, Asymp. Sig. (2-sided) < 0.001

Notes: Participating (N = 224) and non-participating (N = 142) practices are compared on all variables for which practice
data had been made available to the statistician prior to the start of the trial for the purpose of constructing the
minimisation algorithm. Participating practices were those that had signed a Memorandum of Understanding outlining the
obligations of participation and identified at least one patient who met the trial eligibility criteria and subsequently
consented to participate in either the WSD Telehealth Trial or the WSD Telecare Trial.



